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SAN FRANCISCO– Philharmonia Baroque Orchestra & Chorale opens its 2018/19 “Transcendence” season on the wings of sacred vocal works by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. Joining Music Director Nicholas McGegan are four returning guest artists, among them Puerto Rican soprano Camille Ortiz, who received an exuberant reception in Philharmonia’s operatic production of Rameau’s “Le Temple de la Gloire” in 2017.
The program highlights as its centerpiece the “Exsultate, Jubilate,” featuring the Orchestra and soprano Ortiz. Hailed for her agile technique, pure tone and vocal color throughout her range, Ortiz’s sound complements the detailed delivery and richness of PBO’s period instruments.
To open the program, McGegan leads the Orchestra & Chorale through the graceful “Litaniae Lauretanae.” Chorale Director Bruce Lamott’s steep command of the language of the Classical era informs the ensemble’s fluent articulation so vital to upholding the work’s subtlety. Closing the performance with the “Coronation” Mass No. 15 in C major, the under-thirty-minute masterpiece captures the fulsome spirit of a season of transcendent music with PBO.
Joining Ortiz for their own triumphant returns to PBO are mezzo-soprano Meg Bragle, tenor James Reese and bass-baritone Dashon Burton.
Mozart as a composer was in many ways a clever disruptor of musical conventions. He met the time restrictions put on him by the Archbishop of Salzburg for the Coronation Mass by eliminating repeated text and employing a mostly one-syllable-per-note format. In this work as in “Exsultate, Jubilate,” sublime solos—especially for the soprano—feature dignified, tender or joyous music that raise the fundamental classical platform to ravishing expression. Along with rigorous orchestration, we hear and find connection in these sacred vocal works to feelings of awe or fear in the presence of nature and the divine, a desire for peaceful lives, the courage gained from family and friends and more.
Authentic energy prevails at these performances and the alternative format PBO Sessions series as period instruments reveal the original voices of Baroque to early-Romantic composers and new composers of extraordinary talent. Audiences include music scholars and professional artists, but PBO is most proud and pleased to claim people new to classical music also fill the seats—and return repeatedly, as evidenced by an 89 percent subscriber retention rate.
Celebrating in 2018 the Orchestra’s 38 years, McGegan says, “As a historically-informed ensemble, PBO is uniquely suited to tackle of range of repertoire, from Baroque to Classical and beyond. I am thrilled to present a season that seeks both to honor the music as it was intended to be played and to push boundaries where we can and should. And I’m delighted to welcome back each member featured in our opening concerts. It should be great fun.”
PBO’s season opening performance, “Mozart Magnified” takes place on Wednesday, October 3, 7:30 p.m. at Bing Concert Hall, Stanford; Friday, October 5, 8 p.m. at Herbst Theatre, San Francisco; Saturday, October 6, 8 p.m. and Sunday, October 7, 4 p.m. both at First Congregational Church in Berkeley.
Single tickets for the 2018/19 Season are on sale. Subscription details can be found online at philharmonia.org/subscribe. Look for Philharmonia Baroque Orchestra & Chorale on Facebook and Twitter.
Classical KDFC is the radio home of Philharmonia Baroque Orchestra & Chorale. KDFC broadcasts an unreleased live Philharmonia concert recording the second Sunday of every month from 8-9 PM.

CALENDAR DETAILS
WHO: 
Nicholas McGegan, conductor
Camille Ortiz-Lafont, soprano
Meg Bragle, mezzo-soprano
James Reese, tenor
Dashon Burton, bass-baritone
Philharmonia Chorale, Bruce Lamott, director
WHAT: Concert Performance
Mozart Magnified
PROGRAM:
MOZART “Litaniae Lauretanae”, K. 195/186d [25’]
MOZART “Exsultate, Jubilate”, K. 165 [15’]  
MOZART Mass No. 15 in C major, K. 317 “Coronation Mass” [30’]
FEATURED ARTISTS:
Camille Ortiz-Lafont, soprano
Meg Bragle, mezzo-soprano
James Reese, tenor
Dashon Burton, bass-baritone
WHEN/WHERE:
Wednesday, October 3, 7:30 p.m. at Bing Concert Hall, Stanford
Friday, October 5, 8 p.m. at Herbst Theatre, San Francisco
Saturday, October 6, 8 p.m. at First Congregational Church, Berkeley
Sunday, October 7, 4 p.m. at First Congregational Church, Berkeley

TICKETS: 

Berkeley and San Francisco concert tickets available at

City Box Office: (415) 392-4400 or cityboxoffice.com
Bing concert tickets available at 

Stanford Live: (650) 724-BING (2464) or stanfordlivetickets.org

Price range: $32–$120. (Pricing may vary at Bing.)

